Nurse-driven interventional technology. A cost and benefit perspective.
The article describes the institution of a cost-effective, efficient, nurse-driven advanced intervention for peripherally inserted central catheter (PICC) placement using microintroducers and venous ultrasound. Obstacles are identified and steps taken to overcome these obstacles are described. The importance of gathering support from key groups including the i.v. Team is discussed. Results showed a significant cost savings and additional benefits. Nurse-driven interventional technology is a positive advancement in the placing of PICCs.